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WHY DEVELOP A NEW MODEL?

= Need for a flexible service for children with
serious mental health problems in school

= Need for a more effective service than one-to-one
service

= Need for more collaboration between families,
school personnel and providers of children’s
behavioral health care

WHY DEVELOP A NEW MODEL?

= Community Behavioral Health (CBH) is the
Philadelphia city-operated, non-profit Medicaid
behavioral health company and part of the City’s
Office of Behavioral Health System

= CBH supports care for over 100,000 individuals
annually

= 51% are children

= [n 2002, 25% of Medicaid budget was devoted to
wraparound services for children

WHO HELPED DEVELOP THE PROGRAM?

= Parents and Caregivers

= BHS staff

= Philadelphia School District staff
= Children and Youth Agency staff
= Behavioral Health providers

= Child Welfare providers

WHAT IS THE GOAL OF THE PROGRAM?

= To help parents and educators understand and
support children with significant emotional and/or
behavioral difficulties succeed in school settings

= To improve the behavioral and emotional
functioning of children through an intensive, short-
term school-based service

= To link children and families to appropriate
community-based behavioral healthcare

WHAT IS THE MODEL?

Short-term wraparound program in school

Service provided in school to children diagnosed as being
seriously mentally ill or emotionally disturbed and that such
illness or condition is having a negative impact on children’s
ability to be educated

Children already receiving behavioral healthcare in the
community

Behavioral health service provided in collaboration with the
Philadelphia School District

WES Horizons, the largest minority-operated Philadelphia
community mental health center, is a foremost provider of
these services and operates 4 teams










THE END




